
MEETINGS OF RUSSIAN MEDICAL AND
SURGICAL SOCIETIES

To the Editor:\p=m-\TheRussian Pirogoff Surgical Society of
Petrograd has announced that the Fifteenth Russian Surgical
Congress will take place in September, 1922. The organiza-
tion committee consists of the council of the society: presi-
dent, Professor Grekow; vice president, Professor Oppel;
treasurer, Professor Tanowsky; secretaries, Dozent Melnikoff
and Dozent Lissizyn, in collaboration with members of the
surgical society: Professor Turner, Professor Wreden, Pro-
fessor Schewkunenko, Professor Rokitzky, Professor Polje-
noff, Professor Girgolaff, Professor Schaack, Professor
Dshanelidze, Professor Cholzoff, Dozent Smirnoff, Dozent
Hesse, Dr. Petraschewskaja and Dr. Manniloff.

The leading subjects brought forward for discussion in
joint sessions with the congress of medicine, set for the same

time, are:

1. Anatomy and pathology of the vascular system: "The
Architecture of the Blood Vessels," Professor Schewkunenko;
"Functional Changes in Blood Vessels of Isolated Organs in
Different Diseases," Professor Krawkoff; "Pathology of the
Arterial Wall," Professor Antischkoff; "Pathology of the
Vascular Tonus," Professor Lang; "The Peripheral 'Arterial
Heart,'" Dozent Kurschakoff; "Gangraena Arterica Supra-
renalis," Professor Oppel.

2. Chronic ulcer of the stomach : communications by Pro¬
fessor Martynoff and Professor Grekow.

3. Surgical complications of exanthematic and recurrent
fever ; communication by Dozent Hesse.

4. Treatment of surgical tuberculosis : communications by
Professor Spisharny and Professor Wreden.

The congress will be held at Petrograd between September
25 and October 1. One day will be devoted to questions of
urology. Accommodations will be provided for foreign
visitors. Steps have been taken to secure lodgings, food and
reduced railway fares. A meeting of welcome will be held,
September 24. Communications should be sent to the secre¬
taries of the society: Dozent Melnikoff, Petrograd, 33/35, F.
Nischegorodskaja, and Dozent Lissizyn, Petrograd 30, 4 Sixth
Roshdestwenskaja. Prof. S. Grekow, Petrograd.

President, Russian Pirogoff Society.

THE EMBARGO ON DYES AND DRUGS
To the Editor:\p=m-\Iwish to take exception to your editorial

appearing in the issue of Aug. 12, 1922, on "Continue the
Embargo on Dyes and Drugs."

As a member of the medical profession and a member of
the American Medical Association, I protest against the r\l=o^\le
you wish the members to assume. The embargo on dyes and
drugs is not a question for the medical profession to decide
\p=m-\unlessthe question affects the quality of the drugs sold
or the direct health of the public. These are not the points
on which your arguments are based.

Your arguments savor of politics and directly favor the
manufacturers of drugs and dyes and only very indirectly
the medical profession and society.

At the present time the prices of drugs, medical supplies
and books are exorbitant in my opinion, and any embargo
on them would keep these prices up rather than lower them,
which would be to the benefit of both physician and patient.
(Compare the 1914 prices of synthetic drugs, for instance,
acetylsalicylic acid, arsphenamin, phenol, cinchophen and

sodium salicylate, with the present.—Ed.) I trust you will
find space in your columns for my letter, for I should like
to obtain the opinion of medical men more competent than
I am. James A. Honeij, M.D., Boston.

Queries and Minor Notes

Anonymous Communications and queries on postal cards will not
be noticed. Every letter must contain the writer's name and address,
but these will be omitted, on request.

POTASSIUM SULPHOCYANATE IN TOOTH PASTES
To the Editor:—Please inform me through Queries and Minor Notes

whether potassium sulphocyanate could be included in a formula for a
tooth paste without risk of its breaking down and forming new and
harmful combinations. T TT
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it_  , , T ,L. H. Wiet, D.D.S., South Bend, Ind.

Answer.—Potassium sulphocyanate occurs generally, though
not constantly, in human saliva in minute amounts (0.1 part
per million). Potassium sulphocyanate is decomposed by
oxidizing agents in presence of moisture. While it is not
likely that this reaction would take place to any serious
extent in tooth pastes, the possibility that it might do so
(especially in preparations containing potassium chlorate)
would seem to be a valid reason why this salt should
not be used in dentifrices. Further, there would seem to be
no logical reason why the substance should be so used since
Gies and Kahn found that the growth of bacteria was not
retarded in mediums containing 8 per cent, of the salt {Dental
Cosmos 55:40, 1913).

EPINEPHRIN IN ASTHMA
To the Editor:—In regard to the use of epinephrin chlorid hypo-

dermically in cases of asthma for relief of the attacks, please give
opinion on the proper dosage and how often this may be repeated
within the limits of safety. How often within twenty-four hours or a
week would a therapeutic dose be safely given ?

B. M. Jewell, M.D., Lowell, Ind.

Answer.—The proper dose here as elsewhere is just
enough. This may vary from 0.25 to 1 c.c. or more of the
1:1,000 solution of epinephrin injected 'hypodermically. The
effect may be expected within a few minutes. If the dose
acts, it will relieve within twenty minutes. If it does not,
trial with a larger dose is indicated. The effect usually does
not last longer than two hours—long enough in the ordinary
asthmatic attack. In a protracted asthmatic state, the injec¬
tions may have to be repeated every two hours for as long a
time as is required. No ill results have been encountered at
two hour interval administrations for a long time.

PANAMA LARVICIDE
—

OIL SPRAYERS
—

MOSQUITO
CLASSIFICATIONS

To the Editor:—1. What is the best way to prepare the so-called
Panama larvicide? 2. Where can oil sprayers be obtained? 3. What is
the best oil to be used? 4. Where can I get a publication having a
more recent classification of mosquitoes, especially anopheles, than that
of Theobald? 5. Where could I find a complete review of Bass' planfor antimalarial work? T

_

, -,L. Garcia Maldonado, M.D., Venezuela.
Answer.—1. The Panama larvicide is thus prepared : One

hundred and fifty gallons of crude phenol (carbolic acid)having a specific gravity not greater than 0.97 and containing
not less than 30 per cent, of tar acids is heated in an iron
tank with a steam coil to a temperature of 212 F., and then
200 pounds of powdered or finely broken common resin is
poured in. The mixture is kept at a temperature of 212 F.
Thirty pounds of caustic soda dissolved in 60 gallons of
water is then added, and the solution is kept at the same
temperature until a dark emulsion without sediment is
formed. The mixture is thoroughly stirred from the time
the resin is added until the end. One part of the emulsion
to 10,000 parts of water is said to kill anopheles larvae in
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